
Don’t follow 

the crowd 

when choosing courses and 

extracurricular activities. Make 

choices based on your 

genuine interests.

Follow your own dreams!



Junior Year
Attend college fairs and financial aid workshops

Take the ACT or SAT in the spring
Visit college campuses to help narrow your list of choices
Research and apply for 
scholarships to meet early 
deadlines

Freshman YearStart high school with excellent 
grades and study hard to keep 
them up each yearCommit to extracurricular activities in which you’ll be involved for several yearsStart a resume to track all of your 

activities and accomplishments 
and update it every semester

8th Grade Year
Research possible career and 

college choices

Meet with your school counselors 

to decide which courses you 

should take

Develop a college savings plan 

with your parents

Attend freshman orientation

Visit the school’s website to 

get an idea of all the school’s 

offerings and policies

Take a tour of your school before 

the first day

Sophomore Year

Plan your finances for college 

and learn how to budget

Research careers and colleges 

at planningyourdreams.org 

and eCampusTours.com

Practice for college entrance exams 

 by taking the PSAT or ACT Aspire

Senior Year
Request official transcripts from 

your school to include in your 

college applications

Submit admissions, scholarship, 

and financial aid applications

Take or retake the ACT or SAT

Participate in college open 

house and orientation programs

Register for an FSA ID and submit 

the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as 

possible after October 1st
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