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A few weeks ago, Walker Memorial
Academy’s 8th and 9th grade classes were
introduced to Marco Hodshire Senior. He
gave a talk about his service and the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery.

Mr. Hodshire was born in North Hollywood,
California. He first joined the military at the
age of 18 and served for six years. He
believed that this experience would help with
his schooling. He had a firm belief in serving
the country, and his brother helped influence
his choice by asking if he wanted him to join
with him. Mr. Hodshire probably wouldn't
have considered joining the military if it wasn't
for his brother. When he went to enlist, the
Army wasn’t his first choice of work. He had
wanted to join the Air National Guard.
However, they were closed the day he went
to talk to his recruiter so instead he joined the
army.

The Army gave him many opportunities
during his service. Mr. Hodshire explained
that the military is a great experience. It is a
truly rewarding way for a person to serve the
country. If a person is looking into joining the
military they need to realize that it will be a
wonderful and powerful experience.
Therefore, they need to be mindful of picking
a job that gives them a good career
opportunity.

What Mr. Hodshire enjoyed most while
serving was camaraderie and the structure
that came with the military experience.
Through serving in the army, he learned that
having a strong and reliable team is the
foundation for success.

Mr. Hodshire was given the opportunity to
serve in The Old Guard. He did train as a
Tomb Guard but didn't complete his training.
However, he did serve as an Honor Guard in
military funerals which is in the same
regiment.

In his presentation, Mr. Hodshire explained
that the title of this service is called “Honoring
Those who Served.” In these services each
member has a significant role to play in the
funeral. This is a very important service,
conducted by the United States Army Forces.
Many military families appreciate and are
comforted by these funerals honoring their
relatives. It was very moving to him because
he was able to give thanks and give a proper
send off to those who willingly served the
country.

When the students are given a chance to
view a military funeral themselves, he hopes
they feel the power of the ceremony in its
entirety.

Mr. Hodshire also explained to the students
the extraordinary sights they will see on their
trip to Washington D.C. Some of the
extraordinary sights in Arlington National
Cemetery include the riderless horse that
walks around Arlington and the eternal flame
at John F. Kennedy’s grave. Mr. Hodshire is
ecstatic about this upcoming trip to
Washington D.C.


